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and elicited the information that he was Danial. After
further questioning the people how he had come there,
they replied: 'Once there was a great dearth in our
country, and the king requested the sovereign of Babel
to send Danial, that by the blessing of his advent and the
efficacy of his prayers the inhabitants might be delivered
of the miseries of famine. The request of our king having
been granted, Danial arrived, and by his orisons he pro-
cured abundant showers of rain, plenty of provisions, and
cheapness of food. Our king would not allow Denial to
leave this county, and when he died he was buried in this
spot. Whenever we are afflicted by any calamity, we
assemble in this place, and pray to the Lord and Granter
of requests till he removes the evil from us/ Abu Musa
reported this case to the Faruq aa'zim [i.e., to O'mar], and
O'mar sent a message to Abu Musa to take the corpse of
D&nial out of the house, to dress it in a new shroud, and to
bury it in conformity with the ordinances of the religion,
which was accordingly done.

RECORD OE THE PROPHET O'ZAIR [EZRA].

Several chroniclers have affirmed that O'zair was one of
the children of the prophets. Before he had attained the
age of maturity he was, together with his countrymen,
made prisoner, and carried off to Babylon. At that time
there was no one better acquainted with the Mosaic Law
than he. When he had been freed from slavery to Bakh-
tanassar, and had returned to his country, he was, whilst
yet young, one day riding on an ass to attend to some
business. He happened to pass near a ruined village, and
alighted in one of the gardens, took down some figs and
grape-juice from his beast, tethered it to a tree, sat down
leaning against the trunk, contemplated the prostrated
roofs, decayed walls, rotten bones, and said to himself:
'How can God revive these bones [on the day of the
resurrection] after thus allowing them to perish ?' Allah
hast said : * Or [hast thou not considered] how he [behaved
who] passed by a city which had been destroyed even to